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In Wisconsin, according to a proposed amendment, the State may 
appropriate money already in the treasury or to be raised by taxation 
for the construction or improvement of public highways. Section 1 of 
article 8, reads: "The rule of taxation shall be uniform, and taxes shall 
be levied upon such property as the legislature shall provide." To this 
it is proposed to add the following: "Taxes may also be imposed on 
incomes, privileges, and occupations, which taxes may be graduated and 
progressive, and reasonable exemptions may be provided." 

Such are the amendments as offered in the various States in some 
detail. If we consider these same amendments from the point of view 
of subject matter and not according to States, we get the following 
results: Proposed constitutional amendments providing for the separa- 
tion of the sources of State and local revenue, California and Missouri; 
for the substitution of general for specific provisions, South Dakota and 
Washington; for the gross receipt tax on corporations, California; income 
tax, South Dakota and Wisconsin; inheritance tax, South Dakota; for 
a limitation of the tax rate, Montana and Utah; for road and bridge 
purposes, Minnesota, Missouri, Texas, and Wisconsin; for the repeal 
of the mortgage tax law, California; for school purposes, Texas; and for 
damages from wind and hail, Minneota. 

Robert Argyll Campbell. 

Taxation — Constitutional Amendment in Ohio. During the present 
sessions of the Ohio legislature a joint resolution (II. J. R. No. 75 and 
S. J. R. No. 53.) has been introduced in both houses providing for an 
amendment to art. 12, sec. 2. The important part to be amended reads 
as follows : " Laws shall be passed, taxing by a uniform rule, all moneys, 
credits, investments in bonds, stocks, joint stock companies, or other- 
wise; and also all real and personal property, according to its true value 
in money." This constitutional provision originated in Ohio in 1851, 
when the present constitution was adopted. Almost an exact copy of 
this provision may be found in the Arkansas constitution of 1868 (art. 
10, sec. 2), since displaced by a new constitution, and in the North Caro- 
lina constitution of 1868 and 1876 (art. 5, sec. 3) the constitution of 
the latter date being still in force. Provisions somewhat similar may 
be found in other States. 

Several attempts have been made to amend that part of sec. 2 of the 
Ohio constitution quoted above, but every attempt thus far made has 
failed mainly because of the method required to be used in voting for or 
against proposed amendments under the Ohio law. In 1906 the gov- 
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ernor of Ohio, in obedience to a general public sentiment throughout the 
State appointed an honorary tax commission to examine the tax laws 
and recommend such changes or amendments as would adjust any 
inequality existing in the burdens of taxation. This commission sug- 
gested that art. 12, sec. 2 be amended and that in place of the clause 
requiring that all property should be taxed by a uniform rule, the fol- 
lowing should be substituted: "The general assembly shall have power 
to establish and maintain an equitable system for raising State and 
local revenue. It may classify the subjects of taxation so far as their 
differences justify the same, in order to secure a just return from each. 
All taxes and other charges shall be imposed for public purposes only 
and shall be just to each subject. The power of taxation shall never 
be surrendered, suspended, or contracted away." If this proposed 
amendment is passed by the legislature and favorably considered by the 
people, it will mean that this narrow, restraining constitutional limitation 
on the legislature and the tax system of the State, will be removed and 
the legislature allowed to introduce a system more in harmony with pres- 
ent day needs, demands and experiences. 

Robert Argyll Campbell. 

Home Rule in Taxation. A bill has been submitted to the Rhode 
Island legislature, which, if passed, will provide for home rule in taxation 
by permitting any town or city to exempt certain forms of personal prop- 
erty and improvements. It states that if one-tenth of the qualified 
electors of any town or city file a petition with the town or city clerk 
asking that the electors may cast their ballots for or against the exemp- 
tion of personal estate, or improvements, or both, from taxation, then 
the town or city clerk must give notice that such petition has been filed, 
in his warrant calling the town, ward, or district meeting and must also 
provide ballots having the issue asked for in the petition printed thereon. 
If a majority of the electors voting at the election are in favor of exempt- 
ing either personal property or improvements, or both, then such prop- 
erty is to be exempt and the town or city may assess its ratable estate 
in excess of one and one-half per cent of its ratable value. 

Robert Argyll Campbell. 

Telephone and Telegraph Companies — Regulation. A bill (H. B. no. 
763) has been introduced in the Ohio legislature of 1908 regulating 



